
Regional Studies Association | Sussex Innovation Centre | Falmer | Brighton BN1 9SB | United Kingdom 
Company No 4116288 | Charity No 1084165 

 
 

RSA Annual Conference 2024 
 

Global Challenges, Regional Collaboration and the Role of Places 
 

11th – 14th June 2024, University of Florence, Italy, #RSA24 
 
 

The Regional Studies Association’s Annual Conference 2024 #RSA24 is being held in partnership with the 
Department of Economics and Business Sciences and Department of Architecture, University of Florence, 
Italy. This four-day conference brings together academics and policymakers to exchange news, views and 
research findings from the fields of regional studies and science, regional and economic development, policy 
and planning.  There will be representation from around 50 different global territories as we gather both 
established experts and early career researchers in the beautiful city of Florence. 
 
The conference will feature 450+ presentations, high-profile plenary speakers, a number of specially convened 
sessions, workshops, professional development and networking sessions, walking tours and field trips. The 
social programme will include the conference dinner and a reception, side events, exhibitor stalls and  
post-conference tours to explore Florence and Tuscany. 
 
Call for Abstracts: 
Much recent focus has been on the great global challenges of the twenty-first century. From the financial 
crisis to the Covid pandemic, through to the uncertain futures caused by climate change, geopolitical 
instability, and technological change, the backdrop for regional studies continues to be a global context 
marked by turmoil, transition and transformation. It is often easy to be drawn in by this allure, framing regional 
studies or policies in relation to one or more global challenges – be it alignment to Sustainable Development 
Goals, in response to one global crisis or another, and so on. But what are the connections between regional 
studies and these global challenges? More importantly, what are the connections between regional studies, 
these global challenges and the people and places affecting change and being impacted by change?  

The RSA Annual Conference 2024 presents a timely opportunity to discuss and debate the place and role of 
regions and regional research in this context. At a time when in different contexts the need for regional policy 
and planning is being contested, the conference organizers invite you to consider the role for regions, regional 
policy and planning, and regional research. Moreover, how are the connections being made or unmade, and 
what is the role for regional collaboration – be it among researchers or policy communities, between 
researchers and policymakers, across geographic or disciplinary contexts – in all of this? 

The organizers are keen to attract papers and sessions with contributions from any discipline offering relevant 
insights at local and regional levels. Papers which are highly innovative, collaborative, international or multi-
disciplinary are especially welcome, and from researchers or practitioners at any career stage. 
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Conference themes: 

 
Deadlines: 
Special Session submission deadline 8th January 2024 
Conference Bursary application 30th January 2024 
Abstract submission deadline 30th January 2024 
 
We welcome papers from all – academics, researchers, students and those working in policy and practice. The 
event is inclusive and offers networking opportunities for all in our field. The organisers welcome proposals 
for special sessions, themed workshops and innovative forms of networking and collaboration. If you would 
like to organise or offer a session to the conference, please use the following link: 
https://www.regionalstudies.org/2024-rsa-annual-conference-special-session-submissions/ 
 
Academic organisers: 
Marco Belandi, Department of Economics and Business Sciences, University of Florence, Italy 
Valeria Lingua, Department of Architecture, University of Florence, Italy. 
 
RSA Conference Manager: 
Lesa Reynolds: lesa.reynolds@regionalstudies.org, +44 (0) 1273 698 017 

 

 

 

A. Industrial & Regional Policy B. North-South Relations & Southern Urbanism 

C. Settlements, Land & Housing D. Digitalisation, AI & Technological Innovation 

E. Sustainability, Technology & Just 
Transitions 

F. Regional Inequalities & Regional Collaboration 
in EU Cohesion Policy & beyond 

G. Regional Identities, Politics, Populism & 
Nationalism 

H. Regional Upgrading & Urbanisation in 
Developing & Emerging Economies 

I. Regions, Culture & Creativity J. Healthy Cities, Wellbeing, Social Innovation & 
Human Sustainable Development 

K. Demographics, Mobility, Migration and 
Labour L. Entrepreneurial and Innovation Ecosystems 

M. Environment, Energy & Sustainability N. Regional Security, Crises & Resilience 

O. Infrastructure, Transport & Logistics P. Developing Rural, Peripheral, Remote & 
Marginal Regions 

Q. Globalisation, Value/Supply Chains & 
Trade 

R. Agglomerations, Industrial Districts, Clusters 
& Networks 

S. University, Business, Civic Actors & 
Regional Development 

T. Governance & Place Leadership for Cities & 
Regions 

U. Finance, Space & Regional Development V. Historical & Futures Studies for Regional 
Planning & Design 
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