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Korea's urban and regional development experiences are
widely regarded as a success story. Korea has improved its
urban infrastructure and average living standards
dramatically in a short period of time. The national
government’s technocrat-centered economic development
drive, timely setting of rules and regulations, and effective
implementation of policy tools, have been key to
developing the Model. However, there is a darker side to
this story: a weakened civil society, an increasingly
marginalized urban poor, and worsened social inequality.
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