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Why engage with policy?

• Generate impact (outside of academia)
• REF
• Institutional strategy
• Grant criteria
• Change the world



UK Policy Structures 101

Government
Makes policies and decisions

Parliament
Questions policies and decisions



Government does not equal Parliament

Government
• Runs the country
• Sets taxes
• Decides public spending

Parliament
• Scrutiny
• Legislation
• Debate
• Approve spending

Needs your research 



Who uses research in Parliament?

• House of Commons Select 
Committees

• House of Commons Library
• MPs’ Researchers

• House of Lords Select 
Committees

• House of Lords Library
• Peers' researchers

• All Party Parliamentary Groups (APPGs)
• Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology (POST)



5 Ways to engage with policy processes

1. MPs and peers
2. Political researchers
3. All-Party Parliamentary Groups                                                                                                  

4. Select Committees
5. Parliamentary Office for Science 

and Technology



1. MPs and Peers

• Get in touch directly with MPs and 
Lords

• Find out more @ MPs & Lords 
interests and activity:

www.parliament.uk

http://www.parliament.uk/


2. Libraries and researchers

• Send in your research
• Both Houses have libraries
• E: Papers@parliament.uk

mailto:Papers@parliament.uk


3. All-Party Parliamentary Groups

• Offer to present your research to a 
relevant APPG

• APPGs hold meetings with invited 
speakers

• ! Check active / funding !
• ! No official status!



4.  Working with Select Committees

• Submit evidence 
• Act as Special Advisor
• Video

• Find out more via:
• Twitter
• Website (A-Z or committee page)
• Political monitoring service

https://youtu.be/o_2RDuDs44c


5. Parliamentary Office for Science and Technology

Ø Physical sciences and ICT
Ø Social Sciences
Ø Energy and environment
Ø Biological sciences and health

• Contribute to a POSTnote
• Attend an event
• Become a Fellow



Key to success

• Targeted to the audience
• Solutions not problems
• Stick to criteria
• Get in early
• Publish in non-academic formats



Make headway with headlines

• No one will read your journal 
article

• Publish newspaper-esque articles



Non-academic publications

• Blogs
• Videos
• Podcasts
• Research and Policy Briefings

blogs.sussex.ac.uk/policy-
engagement/
Resources for researchers

http://blogs.sussex.ac.uk/policy-engagement/


Get out there

What will you do?

• Get on Twitter
• Publish in alternative formats / 

arenas
• Seize and create media 

opportunities
• Network


