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Institutional Confusion 

  

Learning & Skills Councils (LSC)  
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Regional 

Development 
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Economic Governance:  
Complexity & Failure 
  
 

Åñterritorial governance in England is characterised by a 
high degree of volatility and uncertaintyò 

Åñdifficult for us to know exactly what needs to be done 
and to get a responseò 

Åñsystem is really difficult, mind-boggling, almost 
incomprehensibleò 

Åñinstitutional context é is by now so complex and 
constantly in flux that even people who work in it full-time 
cannot keep upò 

ÅñI donôt think there is an employer in the land who 
understands what the elements of the new system areò  

Åñthe history is a saga of failure littered with discarded 
institutions and schemesò ñinstitutional corpsesò 

Åñthe whole system is paralysed by uncertainty about who 
will be left standing when the game of musical chairs 
comes to an endò 
 



 
 

Impedimenta  

ÅC16, plural for impedimentum/impediment 
hindrance 

Å= baggage, things, effects, stuff, equipment, 
traps, gear, possessions, junk, luggage, 
clutter, congestion, belongings, trappings, 
paraphernalia, odds and ends, 
accoutrements, movables 

Å= the baggage and equipment carried by an 
army, any objects that impede progress 

 



 
 

 
  

 
 ÅLocalism: pre-spatial Keynesianism  

ÅNew Localism: radical Thatcherism  

ÅNew New Localism: Third Way to Big 
Society 

 

άΧƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ 
conservative tradition which goes back to the 
18th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ Χέ όWŜǎǎŜ bƻǊƳŀƴ нлммΥ нлмΣ The 

Big Society) 

Phases of Localism  





 
 

  

Anti-State &  
Connected Society 
άΧ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŀȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ individuals, 
institutions and the state. It is when this relationship is 
functioning well that societies flourish. This requires 
each element in the triad to be active and energised in 
its own rightέΦ 
 
ά{ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀǎ ecosystems Χέ 
 

bŜǿ [ƻŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ Χ 
 
(Jesse Norman 2011: 197, 165, The Big Society) 
 



 
 

  
 
 

Localism Act 2011 & 
Economic Growth  

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

άCƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΣ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘƻŀǊŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ 
¢ǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ōȅ ƛƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
demanding inspections from Whitehall simply doesnΩt work. It creates 
bureaucracy. It leaves no room for adaptation to reflect local 
circumstances or innovation to deliver services more effectively and at 
ƭƻǿŜǊ ŎƻǎǘΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ΨŘƻƴŜ ǘƻΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ς the 
very opposite of the sense of participation and involvement on which a 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ǘƘǊƛǾŜǎ Χ ²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ 
strengthening society is not for central government to try and seize all the 
power and responsibility for itself. It is to help people and their locally 
elected representatives to achieve their own ambitions. This is the 
ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Χ ¢ƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭƛǎƳ !Ŏǘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
measures with the potential to achieve a substantial and lasting shift in 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ όGreg 
Clark MP, Minister of State for Decentralisation, Foreword, A Plain English 
Guide to the Localism Act, DCLG, November 2011).   

tƭŀƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ DǳƛŘŜ Χ 



 
Economic Governance & 
Local Growth Agenda  

  
 
 

 

άΧ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 
cities, strengthen local 
democracy and boost 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘέ  

(Localism Act, Plain English 
Guide, DCLG, 2011: 18) 

 





 
 

  
 
 

 

άǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘέ ό[ƻǊŘ IŜǎŜƭǘƛƴŜ нлмоΥ фύΦ 

 

άŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎƘƛŦǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
government and quangos and towards local 

communities and local communities and 
local businesses who really understand the 
ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊŜŀǎέ (BIS 2013: 

39). 









 
 
 
 Sheffield in all this 

 
















