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Research questions  

 

Ä Is the compact city concept approach to 
London strategic planning still valid ?  

Ä Are the governance arrangements capable 
of responding to these challenges ?  

Ä Is the London metropolitan region a case 
study of success or failure of metropolitan 
regional planning and governance ?  

 



Context: The Former Planning 
Regions  



Context: The Functional Urban 
Region  



Context: The Former Growth Areas  



Context: Commuting  

 



Context: London Commuting  

 



The compact city assumption  

Ä Assumption since 2004 London Plan that London can 
meet all its future needs within existing London 
boundary  

Ä London needs at least 62,000 more homes a year over 
next 20 years; South east region needs at least 40,000 
homes a year  

Ä For next 10 years, proposed London capacity based 
target of 42,000 leaves a deficit of at least 20,000 
homes a year relative to projected demand  

Ä Compact City assumption ignores relationship between 
location of employment capacity, residential capacity and 
transport connectivity. London is not a self contained 
travel to work area  

 



Population growth 2001 -2011   



Existing spatial polarisation of 
tenure  



Spatial distribution of 
houseprices  



Spatial distribution of house price 
changes  



Most new homes are being 
provided in central London  



Overcrowding growing in West and 
Northeast London  


