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END OF THE THIRD WORLD?



BUT NORTH-SOUTH DIVIDE ENDURES

“if recent history can prove anything, it proves 

that North-South bipolarity is—if not the only 

real thing—at least the most perennial one” 

(Bhagut Khorany 1994, 13)

“Divergence, Big Time” (Pritchett 1997)
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THE 21ST CENTURY RISING SOUTH



↓ EXTREME POVERTY



CONVERGING HEALTH, EDUCATION, 

ENVIRONMENT?



WILL CHILDREN BORN TODAY IN YOUR COUNTRY 

HAVE A BETTER LIFE THAN YOU HAVE?





THE GREAT CONVERGENCE? 

BUT……

• “Citizenship premiums”

• Global middle classes? 

• Poverty to precarity
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BUT WHAT ABOUT WITHIN-COUNTRY 

INEQUALITY?



CONVERGING DIVERGENCE?



Source: Dwyer-Lindgren et al. (2017, E4)
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“global development”; sustainability; 
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CONVERGING DIVERGENCE: INTERNATIONAL 

TO GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT

• North-South differences declining, although still greatest

• Domestic inequalities a growing share of global inequalities → uneven 

development



A working paper on which much of this presentation and data is 

based is available at:

http://hummedia.manchester.ac.uk/institutes/gdi/publications/worki

ngpapers/GDI/GDI_WP2017010_Horner_Hulme.pdf

http://hummedia.manchester.ac.uk/institutes/gdi/publications/workingpapers/GDI/GDI_WP2017010_Horner_Hulme.pdf

